
Parent workshop: Phonics and early reading

Teach reading: 
change lives



Aims of this workshop

➢ Provide a greater understanding of phonics and early reading
➢ Share insight into the changes of our phonics scheme
➢ Explain how your child will read at school 
➢ Share ideas about how you can help at home 



Why have we changed our phonic scheme?  

• Government changes mean a change (for the better) in how we teach phonics and 
reading at school ensuring there is consistency 

• We are passionate about research and improving practice to enable children to be 
successful learners

• Little Wandles provides a consistent approach to planning, resources and delivery. 
This reduces the cognitive load of our learners, helping them to learn phonics 
quickly

• Excellent training for all staff to ensure consistency



What is Little Wandle Letters and Sounds?  

• An exciting, new DfE commissioned phonics scheme that puts emphasis 
on ensuring every child can read by the time they leave Year 1
• New resources, decodable reading books, letter formation phrases, 
mnemonics
• Built in ‘Keep Up’ sessions to ensure all children are supported. 



Phonics



How do we teach phonics? 
Phonics is a route to decoding; to be able to blend to read and segment to 

spell. 

• Daily phonics lessons
• Broken into phases 1 to 5
• Delivered as a whole class 
• 4 new sounds per week and a review lesson 
• Keep up sessions that may be 1:1 or group as needed
• After 5 weeks of teaching the children are assessed on the sounds they have been 

learning, their blending skills, reading of words with key sounds and tricky words 
that have been introduced



Terminology  - nothing new

Phoneme Split vowel digraph 

Grapheme Blend 

Digraph Segment

Trigraph



Blending to read words

Some children learn to blend really quickly, and others take a little longer. If your child is 
finding it difficult, ask your child’s teacher for ways to help at home – playing blending 
games at home is so helpful!



Teaching order 
You will get a list of the sounds that we are learning sent home 
weekly. This will help you with formation and pronunciation. 



Gradually your child learns the entire 
alphabetic code:
We will work our way through the whole Little Wandle Programme until 
your child can read fluently.



Reading and spelling



Reading and spelling 
Children learn that there are graphemes that can have different sounds and 
sounds that can be made with different letters. 



shell
chef

special

And all the different ways to write 
the phoneme sh:

caption
mansion
passion



Tricky words 



• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds.

• Count the sounds.

• Write them down.

Spelling 
This process is one we have always done, fred fingers – this will not be a change for our children.



Reading Books 



Reading links with Little Wandle

The school have purchased a complete set of books that have been created to run 
in line with Little Wandle.

Children will read with these books during the week and then an Ebook link will 
be sent home for your child to read to you and show off! 

They should be 90-95% fluent with the EBook sent home to read.

Please do not worry that a book is too easy – your child needs to develop fluency 
and confidence in reading.  Re-reading a book  they have had before helps 
develop fluency – this is the goal.  Celebrate their success!!



This means that your child should: 

• Know all the sounds and tricky words in 
their phonics book well

• Read many of the words by silent 
blending (in their head) – their reading 
will be automatic

• Only need to stop and sound out about 
5% of the words by the time they bring 
the book home – but they should be 
able to do this on their own.

Reading a book at the right level



‘They are bright, 
they need pushing’

• They will be challenged to apply it 
into their spelling

• Teachers will target during phonics

• Books will be differentiated – we will 
use our teacher judgement as well as 
the LW assessment

What about my child?

‘They are struggling, how will 
they keep up 

with this program?’

• TA’s will have a new role – focus and 
note it

• Any children behind will receive 
catch up intervention 3x week



We use assessment to match your 
child the right level of book

Every 6 weeks children will be assessed



Reading practice sessions are: 

• timetabled three times a week–
decode, prosody & comprehension

• taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant

• taught in small groups (6)

How do we teach reading in books?



So in a nutshell what is the core reading offer 
for my child?

✓They will read 3 times a week in small groups of no more than 6

✓ The book they read will be sent home as an EBook to share and show off! This will be 
sent via EvidenceMe and will have a commentary of what they covered and learnt that 
week. 

✓A decodable book of a similar level will be sent home (importance of practical handling 
of books)

✓A library book to share will go home

✓These 2 books will be changed on a set day, once a week

✓Every 6 weeks, the end of each half term – class teachers will check in with the physical 
book band going home and change if necessary. They will also respond to the home 
reading that has taken place. X 1-1 reading and teacher comments will not be as 
frequent, they will be every 6 weeks. 



Home school planner



What happens when my child has completed 
Little Wandle, what will they receive?

• Children in Year 2 onwards, depending on their phonic ability, will 
either continue learning phonics or move on to learning spelling rules 
and grammar.

• They will continue to learn to read with fluency and expression as well 
as developing their comprehension through group reading sessions 
once every 2 weeks 

• School book band book (changed as required by children)
• 1-1 reading once every 2 weeks (recorded in home school planner)
• Story time at the end of each day
• Library book weekly



Reading at home



• Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

• If they can’t read a word read it to 
them.

• Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

Listening to your child read their phonics book



Supporting your child with phonics

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc


The shared book is for YOU to read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 

changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary

oMake up sentences together

o Find different words to use

oDescribe things you see.

Read to your child



THANK YOU for coming!
Any questions?


